
ABOUT EDMS DANCE COMPANY

Our Company’s main focus is to offer an outlet for dancers seeking a more challenging dance education. EDMS Dance Company is designed for select students whom possess the following qualities:

·  A love for the art of dance 
·  Strong work ethic
·  Natural dance ability 
·  Can be an excellent role model and a good representative of the company
·  Have a positive attitude and be an active supportive member of the team 

·  Make EDMS Dance Company a top priority and be committed to its requirements
Past company members have had the pleasure of performing for multiple charity and fundraising events as well as at basketball games and spring shows.  Dancers will also have the opportunity to attend various conventions, workshops and competitions throughout the year.  Being a part of EDMS Dance Company is a huge honor and privilege. Members strive to achieve goals while they also find themselves building lifelong relationships through team bonding experiences and developing skills they will utilize in many forms of life.

Rules & Expectations

1. EDMS Company members will attend choreography camp in entirety.
2. EDMS Company members will attend all performances and events scheduled.
3. EDMS Company members will attend at least one workshop/convention (not including our home workshop)
4. EDMS Company members are EXPECTED to be on time to classes. You will not be allowed to enter the classroom after it has started. 
2. EDMS Company members are EXPECTED to dress appropriately for their classes. Dress code is mandatory for each specific class or the student will be asked to sit out.
3. EDMS Company members are REQUIRED to be respectful of their instructors. 
4. NO eating or drinking anywhere besides the lobby. Water bottles only allowed in studio.
5. NO gum or candy allowed! 
6. NO cell phones to be brought in the dance rooms.
Class Behavior

Paying attention in class is crucial to the dancer’s ability to learn and achieve their goals. Any distracting behavior, attitude towards others or instructors, or laziness will not be tolerated. This type of behavior will lead to a conference with the instructor, owners, and parents.

Attendance

1.  Attendance will be taken at every class. You must contact the studio in advance by phone or email if your child can not attend his/her scheduled class.

2.  An absence is considered excused if your child has a fever, vomiting, death in family or a school function involving a grade. If studio is not contacted in advance the absence will be considered unexcused.

3.  After 3 unexcused absences per semester the dancer may be removed from the recital or competition company. 5 excused absences per semester may result in the same outcome.

4.  Dancers that have scheduled privates MUST give instructor 24 hours notice of cancellation. Without 24 hours notice you will be responsible for payment in full.
5. EDMS Company members must be present for all Saturday practices or may be pulled from routines.
Dear Potential Company Member & Parents,


Expressions Dance and Music is excited that you are interested in auditioning to become one of our newest members of our Expressions Dance Company.   Commitment, Dedication and hard work are just a few of the characteristics needed to become a company member.  To help you better understand what our company is all about, I have included some basic questions and answers below to help you decide if company is the best placement for you.

What is Expressions Dance Company?

Expressions Dance Companies are an elite group of young ladies whom are committed to the art of dance.  They compete at various competitions and so therefore are a competition team.

How are Company members chosen?

The studio director and staff carefully evaluate our studio dancers throughout the dance year.  We look for dancers who are hard workers, who are constantly trying to better their dance ability and those who continually strive for excellence.  In order to be considered for company a dancer must show dedication, commitment and a love for dance.  

How many companies are there and what are the ages?

Next year we will have 6 companies.  Pre K-K, 1st-3rd, 4th-6th (2 teams), 7th & 8th and 9th +  Placement is based on age and ability.

Which Company will my dancer be a member of?

Our staff works together to properly place your dancer.  Age is as well as ability and dance experience.  These are all key in placement.  An audition piece will be taught Monday August 2nd at the studio.  Auditions will be held Friday & Saturday August 6th & 7th.
Understudy Program

Understudy positions are offered to dancers that showed great promise during auditions. The judges choose dancers that they feel could benefit and succeed from our understudy program and graduate to competition level. Expressions’ understudy program offers select students the opportunity to be challenged in company classes with advanced training as well as gaining performance experience.

Keep in mind that all understudies are considered a full member of Expressions Company Dance.  

 Understudies must follow Expressions Company set guidelines and participate in all Company functions.

 Understudies are to be at all the required classes and rehearsals scheduled for their group. Understudies will participate in all of their team’s outside performances and at recital.

 Instructors will decide if and when an understudy is ready to compete.
What time commitment is involved?
· Each company will practice anywhere from 2-5 hours each week depending on the company.  
· There will be 3 Saturday practices before competition.  As well as 2-3 additional performances before and after competition.  
· All company classes will begin August 9th  (one month before regular dance classes).  Any missed classes in August will require scheduling a private make up lesson.  All choreography will be taught in August for competition.  
· The Entire August choreography camp is required. If a dancer has to miss choreography camp, their eligibility for the dances taught during the missed class and/or company may be affected at the discretion of the teachers.
· More than 3 unexcused or 5 excused missed classes will result in dismissal from our company team unless approved by Lynsey.
· All Saturday practices are mandatory
Pre K-K (Company Spark)  meets on Mondays/Wednesdays 4:30-5:30pm

1st-3rd   (Company Fabulous) meets on Tuesdays/Thursdays 5-6pm

4th-6th meets on EITHER Tuesdays/Thursdays 6-7:30 (Company Glam) or Mondays 6:30-8pm and Wednesdays 5:30-7pm (Company Glitz)

7th-8th (Company Force)  meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 730-9pm

9th + (Company Fierce) meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8-930pm

Please note the Summer Commitment for each company.

· 7th & 8th and 9th + will be required to enroll in at least 35 hours of classes over the entire summer and must include Ballet and Jazz camp (camps count as 10 hours, August workshop counts as ½ of your requirement, all others are hour for hour.)
· 4th-6th will be required to enroll in at least 35 hours of classes over the entire summer and must include Ballet and Jazz camp (camps count as 10 hours, August workshop counts as ½ of your requirement, all others are hour for hour.)
· 1st-3rd are required to enroll in at least 20 hours of classes over the entire summer and must include Ballet and jazz camp
· Pre K-K are required to enroll in at least 12 hours of classes over the entire summer (1-hour punch cards are recommended)
Unlimited Summer Dance 2010

· Unlimited dance includes all ballet, jazz, contemporary and hip hop camps, as well as all punch cards.  The dancer is welcome and encouraged to attend any and all of these classes.  
· Pointe, Diva and Cinderella camps, as well as weekly drill team and preschool classes are not included. 
· Unlimited dance is two monthly payments of $265. 
July 30th and 31st Workshop

· There will be a two-day in-studio workshop given by returning guest-teacher Marisa Kuers Mailhes, owner of Red Door Dance Studio and Lauren Howard. The workshop will include classes in Jazz, Ballet, Hip Hop, Musical Theater, Lyrical and Contemporary.  
· The 2 day workshop will count as 12 hours of summer dance requirement and is recommended for 1st graders and up.
· The entire workshop is $240.  For 1-3 classes it is $30 per class, for 4 + it is $25.
What is the cost?
· Company tuition will be one set price each month for 10 months.  This eliminates multiple due dates for things such as competitions, costume fees, recital fees etc. and helps eliminate missing these due dates.  Basically it is budgeting billing 
Monthly billing will include the following:

· 10 months of tuition (2-5 hours/week depending on company)
· All company costumes (3-5 depending on company)
· Team entry fees to 2 competitions (3 for 4th-6th, 7th & 8th and 9th+)
· 3 Saturday practices
· Outside instruction (guest choreographers and trainers)
· Preferred studio time
· Recital fee
· 10% off scheduled private lessons
· Expressions staff at all contests and other performing events
· Saturday Ballet
· Facility rentals (gym)
9th+ $265

7th & 8th $265

4th-6th  $265

1st-3rd  $195

Pre K-K $140

· Other expenses:
· Company attire- Company Top/Pants, make up kit, performance tights, shoes, etc. (estimate about $150-$200) Orders will be placed in August for all company attire
· Workshops- required to attend one.  Dates TBA cost runs around $200-$240 depending on age and workshop.
· Ensemble Package includes the folowing
· 2:00 minute choreographed piece
· 12 group lessons
· Music cutting
· Master and back up CD of routine
· Costume
· Entry fee to 2 competitions
· TBA Saturday Clean and polish of routine prior to contest
Total package cost approximately $350-400 per dancer (depending on number of dancers in ensemble)

· Solo Package includes the following:
· 2:00 minute choreographed piece
· 10 private lessons
· Music cutting
· Master and back up CD of routine
· Costume
· Entry fee to 3 competitions
· TBA Saturday Clean and polish of routine prior to contest
Total package cost approximately $875

Company does cost more than regular dance classes, but the instruction in these classes is twice as extensive as your regular dance classes.  Dance material and technique are both taught at an accelerated pace so your dancer is getting more instruction in their company class.  

Company is not just a commitment on the dancer’s part, but the parents as well.  Company will be hard work, but something I promise will provide many rewards for you and your dancer. 

EDMS Company
Audition Application

Deadline for Application accompanied with $125 Company Registration/Audition Fee is due by May 21st. 

*Note registration/audition fee includes teaching of audition piece, audition day judging, open gym and choreography camp in August.

ALL CONTENTS OF THIS APPLICATION WILL BE REVIEWED BY COMPANY DIRECTORS AND JUDGES.

ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED TO BE FILLED OUT

APPLICANT’S NAME: __________________________________________________________

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF A DANCE COMPANY? YESNO 

IF YES, WHAT COMPANY & HOW MANY YEARS?___________________________ 

AGE as of August 31, 2010_________

BIRTH DATE_______/_______/_______

DANCER’S EMAIL (if applicable) 

____________________________________________________________________________

PARENT’S NAMES ____________________________________________________________

PARENT’S HM #________________________PARENT’S CELL # _______________________

PARENT’S EMAIL _____________________________________________________________

Note: List any and all emails wishing to receive EDMS emails throughout the year.

AT WHAT AGE DID YOU BEGIN TAKING FORMAL DANCE CLASSES ON A CONSECUTIVE BASIS? ____________

# OF YEARS IN BALLET_________              # OF YEARS IN TAP_______

# OF YEARS IN JAZZ/DRILL TEAM ______  # OF YEARS IN HIP HOP_________

OTHER DANCE STUDIES YOU WOULD LIKE US TO KNOW ABOUT (ie musical theatre etc)____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

DANCE ACHIEVEMENTS AND/OR AWARDS RECEIVED 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS AS A DANCER? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

WHY DO YOU WISH TO BE AN EDMS COMPANY MEMBER? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

DO YOU THINK YOU CAN BE COMMITTED TO EDMS COMPANY AND ITS MEMBERS? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU CAN FULLY PARTICIPATE IN ALL EDMS COMPANY ACTIVITIES?

____________________________________________________________________________

␣

·  I am interested in doing a SOLO for competition
·  I am interested in doing an DUET   TRIO  (circle one) for competition
·  I am interested in doing an ENSEMBLE for competition
· YES, YOU MAY PUT MY FAMILIES NAME, PHONE NUMBERS AND EMAIL ADDRESSES IN THE EDMS COMPANY DIRECTORY.
By signing below I _______________________________________________ (parent/guardian) state that I understand and have read with my child the guidelines and rules set forth for all EDMS Company members. I also understand, that by not following set guidelines could result in my child being dismissed from the company.

PARENT OR GUARDIAN REQUIRED SIGNATURE 

X__________________________________________________

HELPFUL TIPS FOR THE PARENTS OF EDMS

Helping your child get the most out of their dance lessons

·  Encourage your child and express pride in their efforts and accomplishments. 
·  Make sure your dancer always arrives on time to class and that they attend all scheduled
lessons/and or rehearsals. Missing class can be discouraging when the dancer returns to class; often dancers have a hard time catching up, especially with choreography. They can become frustrated and anxious when they can't keep up.

·  Encourage your dancer to practice at home, especially when it comes to choreography or new material. The student who retains the choreography or movement from week to week is more confident and enjoys the dance experience more.
·  Talk to your dancer about what they learned at dance class; encourage them to show you the new things they were taught that day or what they worked on.
·  Show respect for your dancer's instructor, especially when it comes to disciplinary action. 
· Avoid judgmental statements concerning other parents and students.
·  Be proud to be a non-gossiping parent; spreading gossip and rumors creates a downbeat
atmosphere and is a negative influence on productivity both in and out of the classroom. 
·  Promptness with tuition, costumes payments and other funds is essential; payments should be
made on or prior to the due date. 
·  Do not over commit yourself financially or put more into your schedule than time allows. We
understand that parents want their child to be involved in every dance or class possible, but we do

not want dance to become a stressful situation. Do not be scared to say NO! 
·  Be proud that your child chose one of the greatest art forms of them all... the art of dance!  Encourage them to be the best that they can be.
We're all in this together

Parents and teachers may look at the dancer's learning from different perspectives. However, they share a common goal: to assure that every dancer receives the best possible training, both physically and mentally. Mutual respect between our faculty and dancer's parents provide the dancer with the ultimate care and education.

Understanding dance education

As a parent, the financial support of your dancer is important, but of equal- perhaps even greater- value is your emotional support. Encourage your dancer to be the best that they can be without regard to what others may achieve. Dance is an individual art form; each dancer needs to achieve at a pace that is comfortable for them. No two students will progress at the same rate, even if they experience the exact same training. It is important to encourage your dancer to focus on themselves, give their all, and be satisfied with their own accomplishments.

Dance education encompasses far more than technique or the steps your dancer will learn. We believe that discipline of dance training gives people a better understanding of commitment by offering them the chance to learn, experience the spirit of teamwork, and understand what hard work can accomplish. Our goal is to educate the minds, bodies, and souls of our students and to teach them skills needed for a successful life, whether or not they stay involved in dance.
Skills List Company 2011-2012

Each company is responsible for their list as well as anything that may appear on the companies younger than them.

Fierce

Turns

R quadruple pirouette

L triple

R triple coupe/pencil turn

R/L double inside

L 8 a la seconde turns

R 16 a la seconde followed by 8 fouettes-leg at 90

R 8 changing spot a la seconde

R 2 a la seconde, 1 front attitude, 2 a la seconde, 1 back attitude, 1 a la seconde dbl and stick the landing

Italian fouettes

R 4 Double pique changing spot

Pique fouette

Jumps

R/L chaine calypso chaine calypso

R/L tombe pas de bouree Russian

R chaine axle-axle-leap

R/L grande jete both legs straight and at 90

R/L developpe leap

R/L press leap landing in coupe

R/L tombe coupe jete

R/L Switch leaps

Switch Russian

Firebird

Switch pitch

Switch tilt

Helicopter

Switch tour jete

Straight leg axles

Grande scissone

Double axle leap

Chaine turning c jump

Kicks

R or L Tilt kick and develop

R/L fan kick

R chaine rond Versailles

R or L jump split

R or L illusion

R/L Leg turns

R/L Developpe a la seconde above 90

Force

Turns

R triple pirouette

L double pirouette

R/L single inside

R 8 a la seconde with a double out of it sticking the landing

L 4 a la seconde

R 8 fouettes

R 8 changing spot fouettes

R 2 a la seconde, hold leg w arm up, 2 a la seconde, double stick landing

R 4 changing spot piques

L 8 chaines with arms closed 

L 4 piques in sequence 

Leaps

R/L grande jete

R/L developpe leap

R double axle

L axle

R turning c jump

R/L press leaps landing in coupe

R/L Russian

R/L calypso

R/L Switch leap

R/L switch tour jete

R/L Switch pitch

R/L switch tilt

Switch Russian

Firebird

Helicopter

Straight leg axle

Barrel jump

Kicks

R or L illusion

R/L Battements front and side flat and releve

R/L Battements developpe front/side/back

R fan kick

R/L leg holds

Tilt kick

r/l Holding tilt

R/L leg turns 

Glitz/Glam

Turns

R double

L double

R single inside

R/L 8 chaines keeping arms closed

R 4 piques changing spot

R 8 piques

L 4 piques

R 6 fouettes or a la seconde 

L 4 a la seconde turns

R 4 pique fouettes

R double with a leap out of it

L single with leap out of it

Leaps

R/L developpe leap

R/L grande jete

R chasse step leap step leap

R/L sauté de basque en l’air en tourne (jazz chaine) with feet pointed and meeting

R/L hitch kicks

R/L press leaps

Toe touch

C Jump

Turning stag

Chaine leap

Reverse stag

Reverse leap

R/L switch leap

R/L Calypso

R/L chaine axle leap

R/L tombe pas de bouree Russian

R or L switch Russian

R or L switch tour jete

R or L switch pitch

Firebird

R or L switch tilt

Grande scissone

Kicks

R/L battements fr/side flat foot

R/L Developpe fr/side/back 

R/L Leg holds

Tilt kick

Holding tilt

R or L leg turn

R/L Fan kick

FAB

Turns

R/L 8 chaines arms open-close

R double pirouette

L single pirouette

R/L tour

R/L 4 piques 

Jumps

R/L press leap landing in coupe

Standing X jump

R/L chasse step double tuck

R/L chasse step developpe leap

R/L chasse step grande jete

R/L chaine leap

R or L pump leap

R or L switch leap

Toe touch

Kicks

R/L battements front/side flat foot leg above 90

R or L leg hold

Spark

Turns

TLO preparation and hold passé for 2 seconds

Kicks

Battement front and side with leg straight and at 45 degrees or higher

Jumps

X jump

R/L chase step single tuck
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